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Introduction  

Video of Sir David Attenborough speaking at the UN Climate Change summit in 
December 2018 



This is what’s happening right now.  These are from this month’s News 
headlines.  For the last couple of decades, climate scientists have been 
predicting that global warming will produce more extreme weather. This is now 
happening. This week mid-west America is likely to see record lows of minus 40 
degrees C, while South Australia has just experienced record highs of around 
46 degrees Celsius 



There are grounds for saying that the end effects of climate change are even 
closer than previously estimated  



The Science: Temperature, tipping points, feedback loops and impacts.  This slide shows 
that arctic ice is disappearing far more quickly than predicted  



This slide shows The Albedo effect, a worrying positive feedback loop, more like a 
vicious circle 



Similarly, the effect of abrupt climate change means that tipping point temperatures are 
likely to push global systems in to a hothouse state, for more see the 2018 Natural 
Academy of Science 2018 paper “Hot House Earth’ 



Currently, global average temperatures, when modelled, indicate that the likely range of 
warming is from 2 to 4.9 degrees C, with horrendous consequences 



Melting of Ice in Greenland and Antarctica is associated with sea level rise.   
  
10% of the UK population will be affected, causing migration issues, for example from 
Portsmouth, Cardiff, Bristol,  London, Plymouth, Swansea, and rural areas in Lincolnshire 
and Norfolk 



Other climate change ecological pressures will affect our oceans, air, soil and water, food 
and habitat loss for man  and wildlife.   Species which are endangered include one in four 
mammals, one in eight birds, one third of all amphibians and 70% of the world’s identified 
plants.   For example, 33,000 puffins counted in the last nationwide census in 2000 have 
plummeted to just 570 individuals.  



Xu, a Professor of Atmospheric Sciences, and Ramanathan a Professor of Oceanography in 
their 2017 paper for the  Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences identify 
catastrophic changes by 2050 



 Similarly Professor Jem Bendell in 2018 identifies a probable chain of events from societal 
collapse due to the pressures of climate change, to massive loss of human life, and 
possible human extinction.    This level of emergency needs an emergency response.  



Despite acceptance by many governments that urgent and radical action on climate change 
is required, the reality is that action on climate change is not being prioritised 



We are now at the stage of reaching the point where accelerating climate change cannot 
be reversed. 



How do we as individuals react to this? 



There is much that we can do as individuals, to slow climate change.  However, given the 
stage we are at, with an emergency situation now identified and demonstrated by effects 
which are being felt world-wide, how can we persuade those in authority to prioritise 
action on climate change, which currently isn’t being done?  (Part 2:,  







The intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in 2018 warned we have 12 years to make 
a difference in  slowing climate change, so as to avoid the worst consequences.    Action on 
climate change has become the Number One priority if we are to act in time to avert 
disaster within our lifetime.  



Wherever there are serious issues which may seem insoluble, there are people who have 
taken non-violent, effective action, and faced up to those issues, often with lasting success.  



For example, these young people  including students and priests reacted to the arrest and 
trial of Rosa Parks,  because she sat down in a ‘Whites-Only’ seat on a bus  and refused to 
move, by deliberately sitting in the ‘wrong’ seats on city buses, and getting arrested 
themselves.    Public outrage at their treatment, and that of  Rosa Parks, led  the bus 
companies to abolish segregation on buses, and helped progress the civil rights 
movement in the USA. 



 All over the world people are getting together to demand government action on climate 
change.  History shows that when people combine, in a non—violent and resolute way, 
often change for the good will follow. 
  
In the UK there are various groups with a different emphasis on how to combat climate 
change.  There is room for all of us, to take effective action in our own ways, helped by 
the companionship and support of others in our home area. 



One example is the Extinction Rebellion movement, who have held non-violent protests in 
North  Somerset recently.  Here is what they are asking for:  



Within our own community, people who recognise that action on climate change is an 
urgent priority, can help mobilise public opinion, so as to effect change through those in 
power.  This can be by reaching out to individuals and groups,  lobbying Councils and 
government officials, and supporting meetings and direct actions.  If you would like to help 
with action on climate change, please think about the role you would like to play.  There 
will be others of a like mind to join you.   Together we can make a difference, for our 
children and grandchildrens’ sakes.  


